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closes with a chapter on the present-day Negro church statistics 
which indicate the enormous spread of Christianity through the 
ascendancy of the Methodists and Baptists. 

One can hardly appreciate the sympathetic and scholarly char- 
acter of this work from the bald outline given above. Just therein 
may it be characterized as a pioneer work, a genuine contribution. 
In a larger sense it is more than the history of the N^ro church ; 
it is the very life history of the Negro race in America, so inti- 
mately have the spiritual strivings of the N^ro been bound up 
with his sentiments and interests, his habits and endeavors, his 
situation and circumstances, his monuments and edifices, his poetry 
and song. 

F. C. SUMNEB 

JJnsting Heroes. By Mes. Elizabeth Ross Hatnes. N. Y. Du- 
Bois & Dill. 1921. 279 pp. Illustrated, 

One of the gravest problems now facing the Negroes in 
the United States, and a problem none the less grave because un- 
lecognized by the unthinking majority, is that of reading for 
their children. Can anything be more dangerous than the con- 
tinual subjection of our children to the influence of books, maga- 
zines, and newspapers in which their race is being held up con- 
stantly to pity or contempt? The use of opprobrious and insidt- 
ing epithets with reference to the Negro is so common in Eng- 
lish and American publications as to need no more than a mere 
reference here, and this practice is to be noted even in authors who 
are conscious of no active race hostility. If the psychological influ- 
ence of such endlessly reiterated and therefore inescapable slurs is 
bad for adults, how much worse must it be for children. In The 
Brownies' Book, published by DuBois and DiU, a most praiseworthy 
attempt has been made to meet this need in the form of a children's 
magazine free from all objectionable matter, and it is nothing 
short of a national calamity that this periodical has been forced 
to suspend publication because of a lack of sufficient patronage. 
It is fitting, then, that the same publishers should issue the book 
now under our hand, a fine specimen of the printer's art in paper, 
presswork, binding, and illustrations. 

In it the author, the wife of Dr. George E. Hajmes, the well- 
known sociologist, has set forth in a language and style suited to 
young readers the lives of seventeen of the most celebrated men 
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and women of N^ro descent. Eight of them — Douglass, Harriet 
Tubman, Banneker, Phillis Wheatley, Josiah Henson, Sojourner 
Truth, Attucks, and Paul Cuffe — ^belong to the ante-bellum period 
in America; five — Dunbar, Booker Washington, B. K. Bruce, 
CrummeU, and Langston — to the reconstruction and late nine- 
teenth century periods; and four — Pushkin, the Russian; L'Ouver- 
ture, the Haytian; Coleridge-Taylor, the Englishman; and Alex- 
andre Dumas, the Frenchman — belong across the ocean. It wUl 
be seen that the selection is a representative one, and that no liv- 
ing person is included. The material chosen from each life is 
carefully selected, too, to suit the minds and tastes of children. 
There are six illustrations by four of our weU-known young artists. 
Altogether the book is the most satisfactory addition yet made to 
our children's literature in this country, and should be in every 
home where there are colored children, and in every library in 
which they are readers. 

E. C. "Williams 

Les Ddimons du Culte Voudo. By Db. Arthitb Holly, Port-au 

Prince, Haiti, 1919. Pp. lx-523. 

The author of this unique volume declares himself "boldly, 
but without vanity, or false modesty" an esoterist, that is to say, 
one who is an adept at the interpretation of the occult and secret 
doctrines. This book, an exposition of the secret doctrine, is not, 
therefore, as its title might suggest, a scientific treatise upon the 
Voudo cult as it has existed and as it stiU exists in Haiti. It is 
rather an interpretation and defense of the primitive religion of 
Africa, particularly as it is represented in the religious customs 
and practices of the common people in Haiti today. 

The sentiments which have inspired this undertaking are alto- 
gether admirable. "Haitiens," he says, "have reached a point 
in their efforts to conform to an alien culture where they are in 
danger of losing their personality as a people as well as their 
native culture." But now if ever is the moment, after the great 
cataclysm in Europe, to lift the ancestral cult from the dust and 
make it worthy of Haiti, of the African race. 

"We are," he continues, "African-Latins. But our Latin cul- 
ture is all on the surface. The old African heritage persists in 
us and controls us to such an extent that under certain circum- 
stances we feel ourselves moved by mysterious forces when the 



